Curb appeal

why you need it
and how to achieve it

D:m t pudge a book by 1fs cover. IE's the
niner I'L'auri_u thiat ?'E'J'I.rll_:l_f piatters, Nobo-
dy cares about the ontside.... Do I need
to continne? Just a few of the many Hiings our
mamas teaght us winle we were growmg up.
Well, Mama was wrong!

The facl is, as a soctely we do judge by the onlsi-
de. O, 1 feel n whole ot of backlasl coming my
way, bt it's true. It is unfortnnate perhaps, but
mideed a certainty.

Now, your darling mother might have been
talkig abont your classmate bub | o falking
ibout wour Ionse.

Yes, am talking to you!

Are yon That House on the streel? You know
the one, wiere tie garden sa't tended fo quite
s frequently as it shondd be. Or the paint is pe-
eling off ke skin after a bad glycolic peel. Yuck!
In any case, you know those lomes. They just
don 't look good from He streel. Some say, “Well,
I spend all my money on the fabulons furnis-
lungs and brand new kitchen | simply don’t
e anytlng .I'q_’ff tor spend on Hre onitside. Besi-
des, [anr on e tside, that's whal maltlers!”, .

L, weali. Not really.

That uakes absolutely no sense at all to me. Let
mie explain.

The extenior aof your liome is Nie first Hung
people see when they pull wp to your hiome. And
micluded 1 the word “people” are YOUL It isa
far greater experience to arrive at your lovely,
attractioe home that one that looks, well, not so
hot, And ph'zil,-q' don 't smistiderstand me: [ an
mod telking abowt who las the most money here.
The fact 1s, making your home prethy on Hee ont-
side does not Tioe o break your brdged.
Addrtronally, 1f you are selling your home, Hus
is essental. According to my friend, Scott Par-
ker of Parker Homescape, whose firm was rated
one of te top ten landscape companies in NJ,
landscaping alone has a recovery value of 100-
2. Thirt's Jmge! Combane that bl a coat
of patnd, a new wmailbox and some flowers and
you re set,

You can find whatever you need al your local
fiome improvement sfore and a litte sweat wall

get the job done. It 1s really worth every penny
and it will prowde a welcoming fmage of you
aurd your family. Don't be the honse the neigh-
bors are whispering about from behind the cur-
tains...becanuse you know ey are, right? Here
are my take away Hips!
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COURTNEY'S FIVE TAKE AWAY
TIPS ON CURB APPEAL

* Pamt the exterior of your home before it looks
like the neighborhood eyesore

« Waler your grass regularly or get an in
gronnd sprinkler system, Green grass looks a lol
better Hun dried, broten divt any day. Serionsly.

» Plant flowers, yellow are my frvorite. They are
uriversal and yellowe is a happy, inviing hie.

* Change the accessories in front of your home,
A netw, clean malbox, netw lighting fixtures af

the front door rrru]'_,l'hr Wonr hh,!el'm;'.r];ﬂ'_, iiistall a6
pier stone walkimy. These lille changes have
a bug mmpact and won't emply e wallet

® Add a little extra...a mice chawr, a hangmg

flowering plant, a chic address plague

At the end of Hie day, enjoy yonr howe and en-
joy your family. Be thankful for the home yon
farve aned make it a beautiful one.

Happy Thanksgiomg everyone!

Easy on e stuffing...

For move information and Hps from Couriney
Crclet, vrsit lier on Hhe web wnoe.conrtnaycn-
chet.com
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